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Ko record in Gsrrcan was nice at the tine of this oral interview, 
inasmuch as I;t. t'erriam took notes in English on the remarks of General 
Barer <s they **»re translated by the irterorcter. Lt, Verriax t.icn used 
his .relish notes as tae basis for this resort which he oreoarec* after 
the cor.oletion of toe oral interview* 

Inis was the only oral or written interview which Lt. herrinr. had 
concerning matters other tiar. the Ardearez Offensive. From orovious 
read rr a or. the 20 July olot, Lt. lerrian. was partic Aar]y interested 

in collecting details cn this affair, • ith the possible h pc* that he 
right Inter publish a book or magazine rrticle devoted to the German 
story behind this plot. 

(The first vara graph of the shove 1 r tesed on a genera’ knowledge of th e 
/ray in which Lt. iierrlax c arreted; tvs second nragraoh i? based on 
mat Lt. ?'erriam told me personally.) 
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ETHD-rr 63 •*> 

However, 1 resumed to ry 2-ittr.lioci and ir~->iiatcly called l confer^.!?-: 
of officers at rhich T ordered c- rin£ placed around the f-cYcrr. : ; -nt 
buildiryo, end gave instructions that no one \~z to ace opt any orders v. 
loss the;* were five", by : personally. Tho entire rit^nticn laoh-r. 
3 nsrici<r?.a tc re. Vat I did not Kt.ov; what vns roin- or.. 

V. Ailhovrh the rir.* v-ts placed a round the Government 
buildiirpi, it woe rot complete beeras© the sub..r.y had not been cat off, 
nor had cc.nninicntionr beer. cal. 7ns Arry he'ur—:rt.rr }.nd b ;t.i told V 
.'an Obctit falter v:;iuld be do :r. to assist re in these technical rntt*-r«. 
then thiw officer arrived, he iryn^diatoly c?.id t int I r-oci roc be efre.i 
of hi:., the a he v; r^t a rpy. 7;.is r.atij r.o e:ctrer.:ly re. 3picibeC'y 
I could r.ot unsure Lend vhy ho vault thinl: 1 would rojr.r-1 hii. - r * r ; :y e 
lees cone thin;; unurunl r\s polr.p on. 

h. After V-.. rr.sotin- of ry effieuru, on:* r r ; ;* 1 : vf' / v. 
anno! \\ z vn, called re aside a: • a nil that he 'd.rhv ■ V- r-.p:d t * 
ruen ft.rifle; von frenchitrah ir. the ntre^tr• ! •; c;: uyr.cd c:: m :: . :p 
cl tb.iu re Von PraichitccV bud boon retired for rers tine and vm : it 
often seen in Pori in. ?kc lieutenant ru^-ertei tvt h* content r. i 
vhor. ho varied prior to hie entrance into the At* y. IV r dh< thir \ 
not one of the "jr.rter rue* r - mv; nipht be able to rive rot .: <:**.* 

the eitunti-mi. I sent bin to tee this fcrr.rr c.v; lo;t:r of hie. 

9« After vc fonset the rinr a rear' the Cov:rrrr r: V iildii 
I vein ordered to v.r.tch particularly the see tier rear* the milt oaf staff 
which wr.o v.horu the security police v.cro locate*’. A short tire Inter, 

I vt.r> roving throuch the streets, I spotted c-.r Oort Schaefer, id.cn I 
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INTERR OGATION REPORT No 34 


I. Cover rind Docent Ion Prior to the A.RPZN’ T F3 Offensive 


This report rT ao prepared in answer to USFZT Inter¬ 
rogation Brief No 3, dated 13 July 1043. 

Preamble . General najor Otto Ernst RIF SR, source f or 
the answers to this questionnaire, is the .a.lor REFER, 
formerly in comnanl of the ’'achhatailion in BERLIN, who was 
instrumental in checking the military follo“*-throurh of 
the 20 July 1944 riot against HJ'.T'A'Ps life* Hr assumed 
command of the Fuehrer Be^lrit Priwnde (Bri gade R ‘ IZR) 
shortly before the ARDENNES offensive. 

The Fuehrer Be/rlcit Brigade left RASfZNBURO, Ost- 
preussen, about 25 November for { J;i if-il) (0303 4346/ 

K 51/L 3577) anO "as first in the ST VITH area 

(GSGS 4042/6/? 8^) , whence : advanced towards L.'.RDCHE 
(GSGS 4042/6/F 47), 27 ~oce,-.:h *-r Prira-e RE MIR ’"as 

commit t' \ T 7est of B.ioTOGIBj (03Go 4042/G/i 55) in order to 
secure Gorman positions in tiiis sector, 

r*rirade uE.'JIR was composed of the folio’" inn elements 
at the start of the ..RDZM-Z3 offensive: 

Flak Abteilunn 

Grenadier Bataillon 1 (GF'N 

Grenadier Fatallion 2 (Not) 

Grenadier Bataillon zbV 928 (later Grenadier 
Bataillon 3) 

.drtillerie Abteilunq 
Banner .ibteiluna 

Noe re s Eturnmoschuetz .ibteilunr: 210 
Panzer Rerinonts 3tab 
Nnchrichten IN teilunG 
Feld Ersatz Abteilung 

Answers to the Questionnaire . 

1, ".'hat security measures ’"ere adopted by German 
unit commanders between the time they received 
initial orders concerning the ARDZIE'ZS of¬ 
fensive and 16 December 1944? 

a. Radio securit y* From the arrival of the 
Fuehrer Be^lait Brigade in the west in early 
December 1944 until the commitment of the brimn^o on 18 
December 1944, the ur.*s kept a strict radio silence. 

There •"(•re no exercises with radio-eon^unJcation sets. 

Even the use of private radio sets at lo'ost level was 
prohibited, 


b. False radio traffic . Although the Brigade 
REFER used no false radio traffic, some r ?an employed by 

higher echelons. 

c • Geeunity of troon mov^ ntr. t o avoid identi ¬ 
fication by '*i rcr-aft; . Before an J durinw the offensive all 
troop movements were executed by rsi^ht or in unfavorable 
flying weather. 
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I^TSnnOCrATIOlT REPORT Ho 54 

Cover and Deception Trior to the ^DVV^VmS Offensive 

(Continued) 

In olenr •"rather only single vehicles ’'ore -emitted to 
travel on roads. An order ns issued that convoys vhich 
had hauled supplies t :■ tho front during the n-.rht should 
travel during dnylicht in an eastward direction in order 
to deceive the ene:::y by fa v in-" a v 'it.hdraranl of troops 
from. tk> front lines. Vehicles, particularly tracked 
armored vehicles, r *^re narked in ' oods outside of to^ns. 

AA deferser> ”ere passive, cr.d only in case of an air attack 
on military targets --ere they to or-a fire. 

Gnocial car" v7 ao to he*' to enforce camouflage discipline 
in to* T us. Traces ^ . n’:s ere removed, and tho assembly 

or narc:. Lng of I arse bodies of men ^as »rohibited. The use 
of road-markers rrf r;h*r.- osts t units in villages or on 
roads ~nr prohibited; unit markers vero not displayed on 
billets, Only durinr actual road marches could markers be 
posted, sho’”inr tho na.'os of command ino officers as unit 
identificniion. Rout control by military police ~\as very ' 
strict, and roads could be used by unit convoys only in 
accordance ^ith a schedule. _11 v."clo bumper markings 
Here tainted over. During.the transport of tanks on rail- 
tray flatcars, camouflage had to conceal tho vehicles in 
such a 'may that they could not bo recognised from tho air 
ns tanks. 

Sir-‘rly uusms of all kinfs tore distorted vary skill¬ 
fully ip forests, ’socially pine roods. Roads lending to 
and from su**rly last■* 1 lotions roro widened *o o.v ,id traffic 
jams. DR trains nea r • *: a m •* o ? f o va rnt i r' n " r e he p t 

in tunnels or in ** a o i s during dayl l eht. Vhe unload.i nr. of 
trains *"ns spread, over many small stations, and facilities 
^ero ■ r ■■ ' *■ * t.-'V. - g ■■'ad Iro could be do^e very quickly. 
Voter vehicles could drive only to rithin If km of tho front. 
Artillery, ammunition, and bri J* f ge-buildinn equipment ras 
.moved by horsa-drrr ? n vehicles turn lust 10 km. 

At nirr.t, strict block:at disci -line ’"as maintained. 

Vary c 1 these r' • it;, men suras had been 30? in 
the " r chr ncht for so-^ time Eoaavor, during the period in 
quest?’^ sroolal caiy as taken to insure strictest enforce¬ 
ment of i/hes f - rules. 

d. Issuance of d-tailed orders only to se n ior 
o * f lc- . . V l nr-m uratio' n **or the of f-rsiv*> ’ ar 1 co.ro- 

fu 11 y c ..’ e 'm 1 -• d fr m tcc11 cr 1 ca mmnnoora . as ’”o 11 ac from the 
troops. Rumors '’era srroaa intimating that the troop 
concentrations ” , or'- necessary to hold off an c:*: mooted 
Allini at lac’: fra.: north of the VI' a. Orientation *”ns 
given to small -roups of officers, scheduled according to 
tho imrortance of each unit's mission, an’ held as shortly 
as possible before the start of the offensive. This sched¬ 
ule (Terminkaienfer) rr as u^rresim • toly as folio”.:: Driefjng 
for Corps oome'-kr^ 1 minus eimht days; for division com¬ 
manders, V minus sirs days; for lo~;»r ockelor- unit cormarulcrs, 
D minus one lay. 'vfsr-; tkm briefing, each officer .van s T ?orn 
to secrecy, and told that violation "’oulc be pun: Vied by 
death. 

5 E 0 { V ? 
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Cover and Tc-c o ntlon friar to the .,rh„? T fhf CTf~nsiv f - 
(Continued) 


RVhh: himself took: mart in t'o Vri-fin'*r and 
sand la b 1 • ■ t'.x rci sos ♦ Th° f i rst on-:* took. ; 1 ~ c a at Com s 
hoodnuortars "i• pro/' ~a toly ci~I:t days Kr for th ■ start of 
tho offensive, h’o ;-:.c not rv::; v v * • hieh con::; it " y ns. 
Hero he w os informed about !;j r: missier, for t:o first tine. 
Tliv r ‘ co*"*• brinfirm **’ns held at headquarters of / n* ral 

kr t T3g: ;:i 1 s x hvi i i got ns. 

The folio*a.om v -robl-’Os ’-or*- 1 i scursed: movement into 
assembly and Ju~ r-in --of f *^r res ; nrtil-nr;, 'orifionn and 
ammuniti on so^- l.v; 1 s^or i ti. or of elo.:e:et<: not t-kinr part 
in the attack; -or r t of Grid ~o-buil"ir.m a Pii- nt; 
method of attach f:r nr.ltx t'kln'* anrt in th • .1 ti c-off 
(shoe 1 .-: tree-on t ■• s t:: n •* foi.-f: roots, to-; sue fly of re¬ 

inforcements; ' ■ ■ lin.- **ith ?:ock: ¥ -r. of r* r.i stance in over¬ 
run areas; sur f ’-li-'*r;. 

l jo notm 5 conib~ t•hrn d nr 1 n * th br: "Tir.*-, and :naps 
and orders use 7 -ore collooted **-*nin at tb o end of tho 
mootine* fissions and rro^le :r -hieh cm:;/ ir '’urinr? tho 
exerciser could be referred to or employed only indirectly 
in discussions *"ith oth^r o^fio^rn or in the training of 
troors. :r J :rs, ’ oth * -v\* t • on" verbal, tc, could 

bo handle \ only by u I'nlac officer ^rr cr lly assigned 
to this job, farin'* cr:>o ? mov r :~tu :r or tr; * rrreh into 
tho assembly ■ rmn, nothi^m could Vo disclosed to the .. n f 
and only one r-.j V- for: commitment r th^y informed 

about th' ir ml osion# 

r. C-:^ sons hi r , Shortly before r" during a 

mil, r*o i ‘ t rs or oth* r / 'onnuni ratio ■*£ could be 
the troorr. a:v: e*rsorshir of mil ir. n ml * os 
1 t* • ste ;;f th • *>nv * , 1'roo s **ere 

forbid ’on to -n th.. civi’i n - oriel syst *i v or 

: only 1 t* ..re co t- v z .. r 1 infer- 

.-p . *• * ««~ * i v-t/* • c ? •; ilinn ■ ost'';l 

•„.r» also pine;- : un : - r c r.r: "shi*. 

n-: 4 :.imn of Indivi - 
r«u v i ct matter 
to troo**/ y th'ir 
r *• r *i v n mor- 
nt*-;*b o 4 ' the oiiea- 
f..f for the 


c;i v d tails c . * c ■ rr >. * th ■ mor? eert of troops 
i .'?'/• ■ i u t * 1 y *. ri or to th * h v”. h * 1/3 o f f ■ n s i v e • 

a. "i.m^ Ji nd v-loc? of d ~ ■ -•'■rtuev.-. fhe “rlrndc 

* t us:/m, b;. h.d or 
1 ;; o -rri s ■ orl;. u"its of tV^ 

- J - vi-ir.i ty of H.. • rl”‘ -SG. 


PTXl l-*ft tho nr*■- 
if'3 and hovm.b r 
Brifa:!■••■ station ■:] i 


duals . Th- r ,- m; n "■ o 
of 11 1 •** s*. cur: tv l':.etuv 
unit cor/' v! rs; ho*'cv-. r, th :: 
fre ou«?ntly durin*'’ th-*- '*-riod V*' 
olve . Trv :? - s ■ m?.1 ;ns 'Is' - ; - 
<V'!il, ■>:' fmls r 


: r ; th *co 
usually Ten* 

r.v ,v . i : n-r • 


move by- 
sent V*y 
tighten*'- 
strict!y 
to t I- 
mat ion •• 
system 
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IK TERR PC/AT I OH REPORT No 34 


Cover and Deception Prior to the iJIPEKKET Offensive 

(continued) 


b. Tine and place of arrival. The units 


mentioned in a. above arrived in the area of DAUK (.jifel) 
(GSGC 4346/;-: 51/L 3577), on 29 and 3^ November 1944. The 


follo ,r dng units arrived in the DAUK area in,the order listed 
belo^during December, the last one arriving 15 December 1944 


Artillery Abteilung (neuly activated) 

Heeres Sturmgeschuetz .Kbteilung 
Panzer ..bteilung 
Panzer Tlegimemts Stab 

c> Method of transportation. Transtortat ion mas 


by rail, save for a ffr* small motor convoys. 


• 2- 


:\:rji T D l kii-tg 

Mnjor, Infantry 
Commanding 



Third ITS Army Distributions ’■A” and M K** plus 

Conies 


15 

1 

3 


AC of 0, 0-2, Hq USKUT, A"U> 757, US ' rmy 
Theater Interrogation Center, ArO 757, Army 
AC of 0, 0-2, Seventh ITT Army, APT 75 p ', UT Army 


Seventh UT Army In terror* 1 , t ion Center, A TO 75°, 
tt.t Army 

AC of o, G-2, enclave Military Metric* , APT 29, 
ITT Army 

Enclave military District Interrogation Center, 


1 


APT 29, US Army 

AC of S, 0-2, Captured Personnel and Materiel 


Branch, 'ITT "'nr Department, Pentagon Bid.-, 

Ua shing1 0 n 25, DC 

OCT Mission for Germany (Attn Cl"), AM’O 656, US 
Army 

BOS (I) 21 Army Croup (Main) BL\ 

IJC Group Control Council, Intelligence Section, 


10 


A -f +- • 'To -i O TTol/n »i A I'je *7^10 TIC* * i ( 



2 


Berlin District In t err ora i: 1 v Center, MO 755, 
US Army 

AC o r r.. 0-2, Mu US : rrcer, Austria. AT" 7^7 f 
US Army 
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